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The communications team from Brooke UK embarked on a content collection trip in India from 25th
February to 6th March. Team members Bex Bohea and India Jones from Brooke UK came across the
vibrant landscapes of Gujarat and Maharashtra, capturing a wealth of content and memories.

This trip was not just about collecting data and stories for our initiatives but also about strengthening
the collaboration between our global teams. The vast array of photographs, videos, and interviews
collected has significantly enhanced our content library, providing invaluable resources for our
communications, advocacy, donors, and educational efforts.

During the trip, the Brooke UK comms team had an immersive experience, connecting with the rich
culture of the regions they visited and the spirit of communities we support. Their efforts have enabled
us to share more compelling stories and insights about our work, fostering greater understanding and
engagement with our mission.
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Content collection trip 



-
Name of the person - Place

Equipping women: first aid training for equine wellbeing

Kuradiya Bander village in the Kutch region of Gujarat is largely inhabited by the fishermen
community. Their livelihood depends upon fishing and selling their catch in the nearby town. The
community also uses equines to transport fish and fishing equipment from their homes to the
seashore and to the market. Brooke India (BI) first intervened in this village in 2020 and started the
equine welfare project (EWP) for the welfare of the equines and the equine owners.

The upkeep of the equines is generally done by men, however, during the long fishing season of 9 months
when the men are away, this work is done by the women. Women, with their limited understanding of
equine handling, would often face challenges in providing basic care to the animals. Thus, they either wait
for the men to return or use traditional remedies that might not work. 
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Safura Bai, a member of BI’s women equine welfare group (WEWG) ‘Sagar Ashwa Kalyan Sakhi
Mandal’, recognized this challenge. She participated in the capacity-building sessions being run by
the BI staff. There she learnt about maintaining the first aid kit (FAK), making effective use of the
medicines and identifying common equine diseases like colic, pain, wounds, etc. After two months
of training, Safura Bai became a trained Ashwasakhi, she now looks after the welfare of the equines
in her community.

Safura Bai had set an example by giving treatment to a wounded horse that was injured during the
unloading of the fish from the boat. She cleaned the wound, applied medication, and dressed it,
helping the horse recover quickly. Safura Bai's quick and timely action helped the equine to heal
quickly. She now looks after 29 horses in her community. So far, she has treated 15 cases of colic,
fever, and wounds. Her exemplary ways of working have not just helped the equines but have also
raised the status of the women in the community. Safura Bai's journey highlights BI's dedication to
improving equine welfare, strengthening women in the villages and empowering communities. 

Courage to chart new boundaries
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This inspiring story from Banda, a town in Uttar Pradesh demonstrates how the efforts of an equine
owner, Mata Prasad, has benefitted the other equine owners in his village and adjoining villages. In
Banda, the transportation industry heavily depends on equines, highlighting their vital role in local
business. BI has been actively engaged in the region since 2018 and has adopted several measures
to strengthen the community.  

BI started capacity-building sessions for the local street farriers (LSF) in Banda. The farriers were
identified for the training and were trained by the master trainer farrier (MTF). 

Farrier champion
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Empowering local farriers

Mata Prasad, an equine owner in Banda District, was hit by a tragedy after he lost his six mules due
to Glanders, a deadly equine disease. This left him in a financial trap as he was in debt of the loan
taken from the Brick Kiln (BK) owner. Devastated but not broken, Mata Prasad with his basic
knowledge of hoof trimming earned his livelihood, and paid off his debt while running a family of 7
including his ageing parents, wife and three daughters. Recognizing his potential and after
assessment by a MTF, BI nominated Mata Prasad for a Farrier training program. With BI's support,
Mata Prasad was sent to the Flying Anvil Foundation India (FAFI) in Dunlod, Rajasthan for training.
He completed the basic module in 20 days and learnt about anatomy, hoof management, and cold
shoeing and became a certified farrier champion offering services in his region. BI supported him to
purchase a farriery kit, of Rs. 1200 at 50% subsidy.  

Mata Prasad now offers farriery services to equines in Banda, earning around Rs. 1500-2000 per
month. He serves 30-40 equines monthly in nearby areas like Katra, Khutla, Manohariganj, Aliganj,
and Hardaul Talliya. He also trains fellow equine owners in trimming techniques and has purchased
two more mules with his earnings. From being an unskilled trimmer to a skilled farrier, Mata
Prasad's progress highlights the impact of BI's intervention, which not only improved his financial
situation but also reignited his passion for equines.



-
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Thanking BI, Vikram said, "Thanks to BI's intervention and quick
action, helped Raja to recover quickly, just within a few days." The
mule healed well and went back to work in 15 days, a testament to

the effectiveness of BI's approach.

A tale of resilience: Raja the mule’s road to recovery
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BI's Project Officer assessed Raja's condition and provided immediate treatment, including a
Tetanus Toxoid injection, wound cleaning, and stitching. Recognizing the need for preventive
measures, the team recommended safer pegs to prevent future injuries. Vikram promptly replaced
all pegs, ensuring his mules' safety. 

This incident underscores BI's commitment to improving equine welfare and empowering
communities like Vikram's. Through its EWPs, BI not only provides immediate care and treatment
but also educates owners on preventive measures and sustainable practices. By working closely
with local communities, BI aims to create lasting change that benefits both animals and people.

In the picturesque village of Takora, Uttarakhand, equines play a vital role in the lives of residents
like Vikram Kumar. These hardworking animals, particularly mules, are essential for transporting
goods across the challenging mountain terrain, supporting livelihoods and daily needs. However,
their work comes with risks, as highlighted by a recent incident involving Vikram's mule, Raja.

One day, Raja suffered a severe injury from a sharp metal peg while being tied up. Vikram made
several efforts to contact a local veterinary officer but no one was available. In desperate need of
help, Vikram reached out to BI’s EWP, who responded swiftly to the emergency.



BI participated at the Akhil Bhartiya Kisan
Mela, in October 2023. The four-day event
was held at G.B. Pant University of Agriculture
and Technology (GBPUAT), where BI had set
up a camp and engaged attendees through
various activities. The event aimed to raise
awareness and educate visitors, including
equine owners, students, farmers, teachers,
and other organisations, about equine
diseases, their symptoms, causes, and
prevention form the diseases. 

BI spreaded extensive awareness by giving
demonstrations, using flipbooks, pamphlets,
and banners to the visitors at the camp.

During the camp, detailed information was provided
on equine diseases. Additionally, topics such as the
structure of the hoof, welfare-friendly handling and
restraining, animal welfare frameworks, age
determination, body weight estimation, face and leg
identification marking, and common hoof diseases
were also discussed. By participating in the Kisan
Mela, BI showcased its commitment to ensuring
equine welfare and spreading awareness about the
lives of working animals.

Akhil Bhartiya Kisan Mela, Pantnagar
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Animal health and welfare
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BI has undertaken impactful equine welfare
efforts across 26 equine trade fairs, including
the renowned Garh Ganga Fair in
Garhmukteshwar Uttar Pradesh, Pushkar in
Rajasthan, Devashariff in Barabanki Uttar
Pradesh, Harihar Chetra Sonepur in Bihar, and
Bhatner in Rajasthan, as well as Sarankheda
in Maharashtra, among others. These equine
events span various states such as Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Bihar, and Maharashtra,
attracting a diverse population of over 90,000
equines. Serving as pivotal platforms to
address equine challenges, these fairs have
provided fertile ground for BI's initiatives.

Equine fairs
Animal health and welfare : BI Team

Animal health and welfare

BI has conducted over 60 awareness sessions
focusing on disease prevention, management, and
the promotion of good farriery practices, including
ideal shoeing techniques, capacity building
sessions of the local service providers, meetings
with fair organisers for ensuring availability of all
necessary resources at the fairs like water, shed,
ramps and fodder etc. 
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BI participated in the international conference 'From
Research to Impact: Just and Resilient Agri-Food
Systems' from October 9th to 12th, 2023, in New
Delhi. The event was inaugurated by the Honourable
President of India, Smt. Draupadi Murmu.
With over 500 participants from 60 countries, the
conference highlighted innovative approaches to
address gender inequality. 

BI showcased the work of the different EWGs from
the states of Gujarat, Haryana, and Maharashtra.

An awareness camp on One Health was organised by BI
in collaboration with the One Health Support Unit
(OHSU) from 29th to 30th October 2023. The camp
took place in Pathri, Haridwar, Uttarakhand. Several
activities were conducted during the camp, including
human health check-ups, treatment, and surveillance
of zoonotic and non-zoonotic diseases through sample
collection from humans, animals, and the environment.
BI provided free medical check-ups, treatment, and
deworming for equines and collected samples of blood,
fecal matter, and pus from suspected animals.
Additionally, samples of ticks were collected from the
bodies of the animals.

Experts from various sectors such as the National
Health Mission (NHM), Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR), Health and Family Welfare
Department of Uttarakhand, College of Veterinary
Sciences at GBPUAT, Pantnagar, Animal Husbandry
Department (AHD)  of Uttarakhand, and Indian Council
of Agricultural Research (ICAR) - National Research
Centre on Equines (NRCE) participated in the camp.
The camp brought together diverse groups of experts
and community members to share knowledge,
exchange ideas, and work towards the well-being of all.

From Research to Impact: Towards Just
and Resilient Agri-Food systems

Awareness camp

External affairs



Ashwamitra Sammelan
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BI's Ashwamitra Sammelan (AMS) is an annual event
that brings together equine owners from diverse
regions, fostering the exchange of experiences and
insights. In 2023, three large regional AMS were held
in Gandhinagar in Gujarat, Haridwar in Uttarakhand,
and Lucknow in Uttar Pradesh. These sammelans
provided equine owners with an exceptional platform
to engage in cross-cultural learning, where they
shared their challenges, exchanged innovative ideas
and solutions, and participated in various team-
building activities. The event also highlighted inspiring
women leaders, showcasing their achievements.

The division of biochemistry at Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR)- Indian Veterinary
Research Institute (IVRI), in collaboration with the
Society of Veterinary Biochemists and Biotechnologists
of India (SVBBI), celebrated its golden jubilee year with a
special event. The ‘VII Annual Convention of SVBBI and
International Symposium on Multiomics to One Health:
Challenges and Way Forward in Biomedical Research’
took place at IVRI campus, Izzatnagar, Bareilly, Uttar
Pradesh on December 14th & 15th, 2023. This event
brought together experts in veterinary biochemistry and
biotechnology to discuss the one health approach.

BI participated as an exhibitor, showcasing the work of
the EWGs and raising awareness about the health and
welfare of working equines and their communities,
especially in remote areas. 

IVRI campus, Izzatnagar, Bareilly, 
Uttar Pradesh

Fostering idea exchange and 
encouraging learning

VII Annual Convention of SVBBI 



DST workshop
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To address the issue of the declining donkey
population and illegal Donkey Skin Trade (DST), a
one-day workshop was held in Barmer, Rajasthan.
The awareness workshop took place in the presence
of AHD officials, including Joint Director Dr. Narayan
Singh, Deputy Director of Barmer Dr. Vinay Mohan,
and 27 veterinarians. The event seamlessly
integrated with the annual Government Veterinary
Officers' (GVOs) workshop. The workshop effectively
addressed critical equine welfare concerns and
underscored the collective commitment to
safeguarding the equine community and their well-
being. Dr. Priya Pandey from BI conveyed the urgency
to halt the DST, focusing on preventing donkey
slaughter and the skin trade.

BI conducted a rigorous three-day training program in
Ambala to prepare assessors for the successful
implementation of the new Equid Welfare Owner
Behavior (EWOB) tool. The training took place from
January 16th to 18th, 2024, with a team of 40 assessors
and experts from the Monitoring & Evaluation and Animal
Welfare & Health teams.

The program provided assessors with hands-on
experience in assessing equid welfare and engaging
with owners. Real-time data was captured during the
training, helping the assessors to refine their skills.
With the EWOB tool, the organisation aims to gain
deeper insights into the impact of interventions, driving
positive change for working equids and their owners.

Advocating for equine welfare, fostering
collaboration, and inspiring action

Unveiling EWOB: a leap forward in 
equid welfare assessment

Prevention of Donkey Skin Trade
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With a dedication to cultivating a workplace environment
centred on safety, inclusivity, and mutual respect, BI
successfully conducted its annual safeguarding session
in February 2024. The primary objective was to equip
BI’s staff with essential knowledge concerning
Safeguarding and the Prevention of Sexual Harassment
(POSH) at the Workplace Act, thereby fostering
awareness and fortifying a secure working culture. 

The session discussed the significance of safeguarding
and its pivotal role in shaping our organisational ethos. The
active participation of our staff members underscored our
collective dedication to upholding principles of respect,
equality, and dignity within our workplace.

BI participated at the 10th India Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) Summit 2023 in Aerocity,
New Delhi. This largest CSR forum provided a
chance to collaborate with the fraternity of social
leaders, government agencies and developmental
enthusiasts. BI had an opportunity to showcase the
organization’s work and spread awareness about
the working equines and the equine-owing
communities. 

The team also learnt about the new strategies and
the nationwide social impact being made by the other
organisations. The organisation’s work was much
appreciated by experts from varying fields and
departments present at the event.  

Advocating for equine welfare, fostering
collaboration, and inspiring action

Safeguarding training

Bi’s impact at CSR summit

Safeguarding an essential 
component at workplace
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BI, in collaboration with the National Academy of Veterinary Sciences-India (NAVSI),
conducted a seminar on the One Health Approach titled "Best Practices for Disposal of
Carcass" as part of the One Health series on January 20th, 2024. The event was attended by
senior officials and experts from India's carcass disposal sector, including Dr O.P. Choudhary,
Joint Secretary (NLM/PC) Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD),
Government of India (GOI). 

The seminar focused on the importance of organized carcass disposal and featured
discussions on existing practices, challenges, and plans. Technical sessions covered topics
such as carcass disposal practices, relevant laws, safety standards, revenue generation from
byproducts, and disposal during disasters. The seminar was attended by 38 participants,
including officials, scientists, and veterinarians. Plans are underway for a follow-up seminar to
gather additional stakeholder views.

Best practices for disposal of carcasses

One health concept
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BI was invited by the School of Health Systems Studies,
Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, to participate
in the CLAIRVOYANCE 2024 conference: Health: Today
and Beyond on One Health: Interconnected Health
Challenges and Transformative Solutions.

The conference was conducted from 7th to 8th
February 2024. Dr. S F Zaman, the Head of Animal
Health, Welfare, and External Affairs (HAHWEA) at
BI, represented the organisation as he participated
as a panelist. Dr. Zaman gave a thought-provoking
lecture on 'Zoonotic Disease Interconnectedness:
One Health Solution.'

BI participates as panelist at the
CLAIRVOYANCE 2024

Multi-state SPCA workshops to
enhance equine welfare

BI organised one-day workshops with the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(SPCA) in Churu, Rajasthan; Amritsar, Punjab; and Ballia, Uttar Pradesh. These workshops
were organised in collaboration with the respective state Animal Husbandry Departments
(AHD). These workshops aimed to enhance animal welfare knowledge and skills, focusing on
issues related to working equines.

Health today and beyond

Workshop for the the prevention of cruelty to animals
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BI participated in the regional Asia Pacific Forum on
Sustainable Development 2024, organised                
by the United Nations Economic and Social
Commission (ECOSOC) for Asia and the Pacific in
Bangkok, Thailand.

Brooke, with its commitment towards animal
welfare, aligns with goals one, two, three, and 13 of
the sustainable development goals (SDGs) and
voiced its opinion on strengthening the animal
system and inclusion of the animals in mainstream.

BI has once again been recognised as a Great Place to Work in 2023-24, as part of our
endeavour to achieve goal six of our strategic plan. BI was assessed by Great Place to
Work, a global authority on workplace culture. It surveyed our employees, uncovered
actionable insights, and then recognised BI to have a great company culture.

Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) meet 

Great place to work certified™

Brooke advocates for animal welfare 
at Asia Pacific Forum



Media coverage
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Our geographical reach
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OUR KNOWLEDGE PARTNERS:

FIND MORE ABOUT US AT:

@theBrookeIndia @thebrookeindia  @brookeIndia1  Brooke India @brookeindia

Brooke Hospital for Animals (India)
Joy Tower (4th Floor), C-20/1-A/1, Sector 62, Noida - 201301 (Uttar Pradesh) 

Email: mail@thebrookeindia.org | Tel. : +91 120 2400404
Website: www.thebrooke.org/our-work/india 


